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CBS News sets JFK special, 
doubles ‘Street Stories’ order 


By LISA de MORAES 
CBS News is planning a special 
“48 Hours” telecast on the assasina- 
tion of President Kennedy during the 
February sweeps, CBS News presi- 
dent Eric Ober announced Monday. 

The network also has ordered four 
more episodes of “Street Stories” — 
its new newsmagazine that debuted 
to a 12 rating/ 18 share Thursday, 
beating FBC’s “Beverly Hills, 
90210” for the No. 2 spot at 9 p.m. 
and improved the time slot for the 
network by about 33%. 

The news operation has planned 
an interactive television special for 
Jan. 28, after President Bush’s State 
of the Union speech and the Demo- 


cratic candidates’ response. The one- 
hour show will have the capability of 
getting responses from about 
300,000 viewers through the phone 
system. Dan Rather, Connie Chung 
and Charles Kuralt will host; An- 
drew Heyward (“Remember Pearl 
Harbor”) will executive produce. 

The Feb. 5 “48 Hours” JFK pro- 
gram is not an attempt to refute 
Oliver Stone’s feature film “JFK,” 
Heyward said, though he added he 
will try to get Stone to participate in 
the news special. The JFK show also 
will not try to prove or disprove any 
one theory, Heyward added. 

“It’s really an attempt to perform 
— continued on page 166 
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continued from page 6 — 
a public service in that it’s been a 
while since anyone in primetime 
took a look at what has been estab- 
lished fairly firmly by many investi- 
gations and what hasn’t,” he said, 
adding that one-third of the Ameri- 
can public wasn’t alive at the time of 
Kennedy’s murder. 

“There is a generation that has no 
direct memory of the assassination,” 
Heyward explained. “This is to per- 
form a public service, an attempt 
here to look at the hard evidence and 
questions. I don’t expect ‘48 Hours’ 
is going to blow the lid off the Kenne- 
dy assassination.” 

While not directly addressing the < 
movie “JFK,” the news division spe- 
cial clearly owes its timing to the 
controversial feature film, which has 
heightened people’s appetite to re- ] 
open the controversy, Heyward ] 
acknowledged. * 

CBS will send “considerably 
fewer” people to the Democratic and 
Republican conventions this year 
than it sent last time around, Ober 
said, while declining to provide num- 
bers. He indicated that the number 
sent in 1988 was in the ballpark of 
500 people, and said the reduction 
would not affect the quality of cover- 
age. They are still planning to send 
more people to the convention than 
covered the Persian Gulf war, he 
said. 

The network also will probably 
not cover the Democratic and Re- 
publican conventions gavel-to-gavel, 
Ober said. However, the network has 
already beefed up plans for conven- 
tion coverage as the race heats 
up. 

Ober said he hoped the news divi- 
sion would become profitable in the 
near future, but declined to put a 
target at next year. 

“I’m not going to discuss individ- 
ual amounts of money; our news di- 
vision is getting comfortably close to 
breaking even. I hope it will become 
profitable shortly.” 

The additional order for “Street 
Stories” doubles the original four- 
episode order for the newsmagazine. 




4 GOLDEN GLOBE NOMINATIONS 

BEST PICTURE 

BEST ACTOR (Drama) Kevin Costner 
BEST DIRECTOR -Oliver Stone 
BEST SCREENPLAY -Oliver Stone & Zachary SkW 


Roger Ebert, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES (Tie Best Film ofl991) 

Gene Siskel, CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Joe Baltake, SACRAMENTO BEE 

Ed Blink, PITTSBURGH PRESS 

Robert W. Butler, KANSAS CITY SEAR 

Lou Cedrone, THE EVENING SUN (BALTIMORE) 

Bill Cosford, MIAMI HERALD 
Jack Garner, GANNETT NEWS SERVICE 
Judy Gerstd, DETROIT FREE PRESS 
Hal Hinson, WASHINGTON POST 
Stephen Hunter, THE SUN (BALTIMORE) 

Roger HuHburt, THE SUN SENTINEL (FT. LAUDERDALE) 
Rita Kemplejt WASHINGTON POST 
Jack Mathew*, NEWSDAY (NEW YORK) 

Bert Osborne, MARIETTA DAILY JOURNAL 

PEOPLE MAGAZINE J 

Joyce Pfenico, TRENTON TIMES 

Candice RuaelL THE SUN SENTINEL (FT. LAUDERDALE) 

Desmond Ryan, PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 

Patrick Slona^ WHYY-TV (PHILADELPHIA) 

Jim Whaley NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO 
Michael WilnuMn, LOS ANGELES TIMES 
Bill Wise, WTXF-TV (PHILADELPHIA) 

TIME MAGAZINE 



